


Grob SPn by the Numbers
Mtow 13,889 Ib
Max fuel capacity 4,422 1b/660 U.S. gal.
Max payload 2,491 b
Height 16 ft10in
Wingspan 48ft9in
Length 48ft7in
Max cabin height 5ft5in
Cabin width 5ft
Cabin length 16 ft9in
Cabin volume 405 cu ft
Mmo Mach 0.7
Max cruise (at 33,000 ft) 407 kt
Stall speed 77 keas

(mtow, forward c.g., landing configuration)

Rate of climb 4,360 fpm
Balanced field length 3,000 feet
Landing distance 2,670 ft

(SL, MLW, 50-foot obstacle, 3-deg approach,
1.3 VSO, flaps 40 deg)

Max range 1,800 nm
(1 pilot, 6 passengers, ISA, 41,000 feet,
NBAA IFR reserves)

Source: Grob
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of 35 pounds per minute at 50 psi and elec-
trical output of 400A at 30 VDC. It has an
operating ceiling of 30,000 feet.

Grob has also appointed the Austria-
based Porsche Design Studio to develop a
selection of cabin interiors for the SPn.
The designers are now working on stan-
dard six-seat “executive” and eight-seat
“business” configurations. These will be
presented in a mock-up at next May’s Eu-
ropean Business Aviation Convention &
Exhibition in Geneva.

The SPn cabin will feature a galley and
an externally serviced toilet (which can be
located in either the front or back of the
cabin). Modular interiors are being devel-
oped to allow its carbon-fiber seats to be
removed quickly to free up space for utility
roles that might require bulky items such
as bicycles and tools to be stowed, and also
allow space for air ambulance equipment.
The cabin will also feature an entertain-
ment system and Iridium satellite commu-
nications capability.

Based on early market feedback, Grob
has increased the external baggage com-
partment to 51 cu ft and 6.23 feet in length
(room for up to six golf bags). Total bag-

gage space is 56 cu ft. The partially pressur-
ized external compartment will be accessed
beneath the nacelle via an enlarged door.

Powered by a pair of 2,820-pounds-
thrust Williams International FJ44-3A
turbofans, the SPn will offer maximum
range of 1,800 nm for one pilot and six
passengers (ISA, 41,000 feet, NBAA IFR
reserves). The FADEC-controlled engines
will also be covered by power-by-the-
hour support.

Range, Airfield Numbers Stand Out

It is airfield performance that is the
SPn’s real stand-out characteristic. Speed
(the airplane has a 407-knot cruise) has
been compromised for the sake of a mini-
mum landing distance that is now down to
just 2,670 feet. The 3,000-foot balanced
field length for takeoffs may be further
reduced toward 2,800 feet during the
course of certification. Grob will be look-
ing to achieve clearance for the SPn to
operate into steep approach airports, such
as London City and Lugano. It hopes to
be able to slightly increase the existing
Mmo of Mach 0.7.

The SPn features rugged and tall land-
ing gear, specifically developed by Grob
for use on unprepared landing strips. These
are being manufactured by Liebherr Aero-
space in Germany.

According to Olver, this combination of
range and airfield performance is unique
for a jet in its price range. The current list
price of the SPn is U5.8 million (approxi-
mately $7.3 million).

The Grob SPn was conceived as a re-
placement for utility workhorses such as
Raytheon’s King Air line. Olver insisted
that the SPn is not in the very light jet
class and that its closest direct competitor
is probably Cessna’s new Citation CJ4. He
added that the new Grob offers only 10
percent less cabin space than the larger
Citation Excel, with similar payload and
range, but at 65 percent of the price and
with single-pilot, short-field capability.

Grob does not intend to disclose de-
tailed sales figures but has indicated that it
has sold its first two years of production,
estimated to be about 50 aircraft. Olver
said that most of the customers who have
to date placed non-refundable deposits of
$250,000 are private individuals and pri-
vate companies in Europe, North America

Grob’s SPn is initially being certified for a life of 28,000 hours, with a seven-year warranty on the composite
airframe, though the manufacturer expects that it will prove to be more durable.

The SPn’s landing gear is designed to be rugged
enough to tolerate landings on unprepared fields.

and Africa (it does not take options).

Many of the initial clients will be pilot-
ing the SPn themselves, and Olver also
reported “a lot of interest” from existing
King Air and Pilatus turboprop operators.
He has also received inquiries from
prospective fractional ownership providers.

The airframer has said that it could
increase output to 40 aircraft per year

Avigtion
International News.

Grob Aerospace CEO Niall Olver expects the SPn to
receive EASA certification in next year’s third quarter.

without any increase to its fixed costs. By
next June it will have increased its payroll
to 200 people and this is set to double to
400 when full production is achieved.

Grob is already actively considering
further development of the SPn airframe. It
believes that a short stretch could be incor-
porated easily, and it already has tooling
for a wing plug.

New Owners Take
the Reins at Grob

Executive Jet Investments (EJI)-a small
group of largely anonymous Swiss private in-
vestors—last month bought a majority stake in
German airframer Grob for an undisclosed
sum. The Grob family has retained a “not
insignificant” minority holding, but EJI effec-
tively has full control of the company, which it
runs through a new Zurich-based holding
company called Grob Aerospace AG.

EJI already had a 50-percent stake in the
Grob SPn light jet program. It is led by Niall
Olver, a Swiss citizen of South African origin,
who is now CEO of Grob Aerospace AG.

Olver is currently still CEO of ExecuJet Avi-
ation-the Zurich-based business aviation
services group that has aircraft management,
charter, maintenance and sales operations in
Europe, Dubai, Australia, South Africa and
Mexico. ExecuJet, which is also a distributor
for Bombardier Business Aircraft in some 37
countries, is handling all sales and support for
the SPn outside North America.

At an October 5 press briefing in Grob’s
German manufacturing base at Tussenhausen-
Mattsies, Olver said that the future running of
ExecuJet will now be reviewed. He said that
the development of the SPn is already fully
funded without external debt, but he would
not reveal the full cost of bringing the new air-
craft to market. According to EJI, the main
reason for the Grob family selling its control-
ling stake was the planned retirement of its
patriarch, Dr. Burkhart Grob.

Future Grob developments, such as
stretched versions of the SPn, would require

further funding and Olver said that this could
result in changes to the ways both ExecuJet
and Grob are capitalized and structured. He
emphasized that ExeculJet itself has no finan-
cial stake in Grob and that no changes to
Grob’s existing management are planned.
There are no risk-sharing partners in the SPn
program, with Grob handling all the design
and manufacturing in-house.

Turboprop Designs in the Works

In addition to the SPn program, Grob is still
contemplating whether to take the long-planned
G160 turboprop single to market. Olver said
that if the program is given a final green light,
it will likely be re-engined to offer cruise speed
of more than 300 knots. In addition, a cargo
door will be added. A final decision is anticipated
before year-end, with the G160 being an en-
larged six-seater as the entry-level product in
a series of aircraft to challenge rivals such as
the Pilatus PC-12 and EADS Socata TBM 850.

Meanwhile, the smaller G140 turboprop is
essentially fully developed but has yet to
complete certification. Grob’s new owners will
now formally launch this program only on
receipt of a substantial fleet order.

Grob continues to manufacture the G120
piston single trainer and has recently received
a significant new order from the French
military. It has been a pioneer in composite
manufacturing since the 1980s, producing
specialist designs such as the Strato 1 high-
altitude environmental research platform. The
company is also working on a G600 design as
a long-endurance special missions platform
that is now being offered by at least one
undisclosed military contractor. —CA.
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