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Legacy 600
spearheads
charter launch
in Greece

Athens-based K2 Smartjets has
chosen a Legacy 600 to spearhead
its launch to meet growing
charter demand in Greece. “One
of the decisive factors in the
choice of the Legacy 600 was the
range,” says commercial director
Theodora Tsinonis.

The Legacy 600 is based on the
ERJ 135 model but enjoys increased
range with extra fuel tanks and added
winglets, similar to those on the ERJ
145XR. K2 Smart]ets says it is capable
of carrying eight passengers in
comfort for 3,250 nm.

“Our Legacy 600, to be delivered
in June, will be configured for 13
passengers which is, we believe,
the ideal balance of comfort,
performance and cost, meeting
the demand of corporations,”
says Tsinonis.

K2 SmartJets, which has taken a
strategic decision to buy new aircraft,
will be expanding its fleet next year
with additional aircraft including
LJs and VLJs.

“Our 2008 fleet expansion is being
finalised but we are initially focusing
on meeting growing corporate and
private charter demand with our
Legacy 600. By creating relationships
with strategic partners, it is our
objective to offer the best service and
enhance the essence of business
travel,” says Tsinonis. “The Legacy
600 puts us in a very good position to
perform mid and long range flights
from Athens to various destinations
in Europe, the Middle East, Asia and
Latin America.”

She says other factors in the K2
SmartJets launch decision included
the Legacy 600’s spacious cabin,
forward and aft lavatories, full in-
flight entertainment suite, satcom,
high speed internet, Wi-Fi and
Airshow 4000.

Capt. Andreas Karotsieris, ceo and
accountable manager, says “The
Legacy 600 will enable us to offer
premium flight services to our
member clients and third party
charter operators. Its large cabin is
undoubtedly an unbeatable asset for
the operations we are considering
from our Athens base.”
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Falcon Aviation Services (FAS) of Abu Dhabi has agreed to acquire four spns. The agreement was signed by chairman Salem Al-Kayoumi from FAS and Gerrit Basson, coo of Execulet

Aviation Group during EBACE 2007. Pictured (left to right) are Philip Markham, FAS gm, Niall Olver, Execulet Aviation group ceo, Al-Kayoumi and Basson. More EBACE news on page 3.
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German operators merge to
form 33 aircraft charter giant

A merger of the resources of
DaimlerChrysler Aviation and Cirrus
Aviation will lead to the rapid
development of a big new German
charter operator offering a combined
fleet of 33 aircraft.

Entrepreneur Dr. Lutz Helmig and
his company Aton, based in Fulda,
have acquired 51 per cent of the
Saarbriicken-based Cirrus Group,
while 49 per cent of the shares remain
with Gerd Brandecker, the managing
shareholder. The new company
will include DCA  (formerly
DaimlerChrysler Aviation), which
was recently acquired by Dr. Helmig.

Brandecker says: “The aim of the
new group is to combine DCA with
Cirrus Aviation to build one of the
leading operators in the European
business aviation sector.

“The number of executive jets is
expected to be increased to 33 in the
medium term.” A large proportion
will operate as DCA/Cirrus Aviation
managed aircraft.

Dr. Helmig says DCA traditionally
has concentrated on German
companies operating corporate jets.
“A large part of Cirrus Aviation’s
activity consists of serving companies
in eastern Europe, an area in which it

Charter giant aims for all-embracing brand.

has developed into one of the leading
specialists. Together, the companies
offer an attractive mixed fleet
currently made up of 29 business
aircraft. Being able to offer a variety of
options is important in business
aviation, as the ‘planes need to cover
widely differing customer needs. The
criteria for an aircraft charter can
include reach, speed, seating capacity
and onboard comfort.”

The business aviation unit will
have its operational bases at DCA’s
site in Stuttgart and at the Cirrus
Aviation site in Saarbriicken.

Brandecker points out: “Together
the two companies offer a much
larger number of sites providing
coverage of the busiest markets in
Europe, including Germany and
eastern Europe.”

Further international expansion,
in conjunction with the “highly
decentralised” stationing of business
jets, will increase productivity and
reduce the cost of a flight for those
travelling to these sites, he pledges.

A common brand will be created
for the business aviation division in
the coming months. It will be led by
Dieter Heinen (DCA), with the rest of
the management team consisting of
Marc Ambrosius (DCA), Stefan
Buschle (Cirrus Aviation) and Jorg
Socko (Cirrus Aviation). Mds of
the Saarbriicken-based holding
companies are Gerd Brandecker and
Dr. Martin Kirchner.

Kirchner says: “Business aviation
is an attractive growth market.
DCA and Cirrus complement each
other well, given that there is only
minimal overlap between their
business activities.”

Legacy fleet grows
The merger news came as Cirrus
Aviation was celebrating the arrival of
its second Legacy 600 operated for
the Moscow-based Travel Club Velvet,
but also available for charter. Stefan
Buschle says: “It is an eye-catcher
Continued on page 10

Orders for
new aircraft
continue
unabated

Charter operators in the maturing
European and evolving Middle East
markets are targeting the luxury and
long range client while broadening
and deepening their short and
medium range appeal.

These include the Abu Dhabi-
based Falcon Air Services (FAS) which
was formed in early 2006 after HH Dr.
Sheikh Sultan bin Khalifa bin Zayed
Al-Nahyan launched an initiative to
fill a “significant gap” in the UAE and
Arab Gulf private aviation market. At
EBACE, FAS confirmed plans to
expand its helicopter fleet, placed an
order for four Grob spns, and detailed
plans to launch a maintenance centre
with Eurocopter.

Faris Deeb, FAS md, told EBAN
that immediate plans to expand short
and medium range helicopter and
fixed wing capacity would be
followed by the delivery of three
G450s between 2008 and 2010. FAS,
which currently operates an EC130
and an EC135, has ordered two more
130s and two AS365N3s.

ImperialJet, headquartered in

Continued on page 3




